
Applying the Science of Probability to the
Scriptures

Do statistics prove the Bible’s supernatural  origin?

For  years  I  have  been  quot ing  a  book  by  Pe te r  S toner  ca l led  Sc ience  
Speaks .  I  l i ke  to  use  a  remarkab le  i l l us t ra t ion  f rom i t  to  show how 
B ib le  p rophecy  p roves  that  Jesus  was  t ru ly  God  in  the  flesh .
I  dec ided  that  I  wou ld  t ry  to  find  a  copy  o f  the  book  so  that  I  cou ld  
d iscover  a l l  that  i t  had  to  say  about  B ib le  p rophecy .  The  book  was  
firs t  pub l i shed  in  1958  by  Moody  Press .  A f te r  cons iderab le  search ing  
on  the  In te rnet ,  I  was  fina l ly  ab le  to  find  a  rev i sed  ed i t ion  pub l i shed  
in  1976 .

Pe te r  S toner  was  cha i rman  o f  the  mathemat ics  and  as t ronomy  
depar tments  a t  Pasadena  C i ty  Co l lege  un t i l  1953  when  he  moved  to  
Westmont  Co l lege  in  Santa  Barbara ,  Ca l i fo rn ia .  There  he  se rved  as  
cha i rman  o f  the  sc ience  d iv i s ion .  A t  the  t ime  he  wrote  th is  book ,  he  
was  p ro fessor  emer i tus  o f  sc ience  a t  Westmont .

In  the  ed i t ion  I  pu rchased ,  there  was  a  fo reword  by  Dr .  Haro ld  
Har tz le r ,  an  officer  o f  the  Amer ican  Sc ien t ific  Affil ia t ion .  He  wrote  
that  the  manuscr ip t  had  been  care fu l l y  rev iewed  by  a  commit tee  o f  
h is  o rgan izat ion  and  that  “ the  mathemat ica l  ana lys i s  inc luded  i s  
based  upon  pr inc ip les  o f  p robab i l i ty  wh ich  are  thorough ly  sound .”  He
fu r ther  s ta ted  that  in  the  op in ion  o f  the  Affil ia t ion ,  P ro fessor  S toner  
“has  app l ied  these  p r inc ip les  in  a  p roper  and  conv inc ing  way .”

The  book  i s  d iv ided  in to  th ree  sec t ions .  Two  re la te  d i rec t ly  to  B ib le  
p rophecy .  The  firs t  sec t ion  dea ls  w i th  the  sc ien t ific  va l id i ty  o f  the  
Genes is  account  o f  c reat ion .

Part One: The Genesis Record

Stoner  beg ins  w i th  a  ve ry  in te res t ing  observat ion .  He  po in ts  ou t  that
h is  copy  o f  Young ’s  Genera l  As t ronomy ,  pub l i shed  in  1898 ,  i s  fu l l  o f  
e r ro rs .  Ye t ,  the  B ib le ,  wr i t ten  over  2 ,000  years  ago  i s  devo id  o f  
sc ien t ific  e r ror .  For  example ,  the  shape  o f  the  ear th  i s  ment ioned  
in  I sa iah  40 :22  .  Grav i ty  can  be  found  in  Job  26 :7  .  Ecc les ias tes  
1 :6   ment ions  a tmospher ic  c i rcu la t ion .  A  re fe rence  to  ocean  cur ren ts  
can  be  found  in  Psa lm 8 :8  ,  and  the  hydrau l i c  cyc le  i s  desc r ibed  
in  Ecc les ias tes  1 :7   and  I sa iah  55 :10  .  The  second  law  o f  
thermodynamics  i s  ou t l ined  in  Psa lm 102 :25 -27   and  Romans  8 :21  .  
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And  these  are  on ly  a  few examples  o f  sc ien t ific  t ru ths  wr i t ten  in  the  
Sc r ip tu res  long  be fore  they  were  “d i scovered”  by  sc ien t i s ts .
S toner  proceeds  to  p resent  sc ien t ific  ev idence  in  beha l f  o f  spec ia l  
c reat ion .  For  example ,  he  po in ts  ou t  that  sc ience  had  prev ious ly  
taught  that  spec ia l  c reat ion  was  imposs ib le  because  mat te r  cou ld  
not  be  des t royed  or  c reated .  He  then  po in ts  ou t  that  a tomic  phys ics  
had  now proved  that  energy  can  be  tu rned  in to  mat te r  and  mat te r  
in to  energy .

He  then  cons iders  the  order  o f  c reat ion  as  p resented  in  Genes is  1 :1 -
13  .  He  p resents  a rgument  a f te r  a rgument  f rom a  sc ien t ific  v iewpo in t  
to  sus ta in  the  order  wh ich  Genes is  ch ron ic les .  He  then  asks ,  “What  
chance  d id  Moses  have  when  wr i t ing  the  firs t  chapte r  [o f  Genes is ]  o f  
ge t t ing  th i r teen  i tems  a l l  accurate  and  in  sat i s fac tory  o rder?”  H is  
ca lcu la t ions  conc lude  i t  wou ld  be  one  chance  in  
31 ,135 ,104 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000  (1  in  31  x  10 2 1 ) .  He  conc ludes ,  
“Perhaps  God  wrote  such  an  account  in  Genes is  so  that  in  these  
la t te r  days ,  when  sc ience  has  g reat ly  deve loped ,  we  wou ld  be  ab le  
to  ve r i fy  H is  account  and  know fo r  a  ce r ta in ty  that  God  c reated  th i s  
p lanet  and  the  l i fe  on  i t . ”
The  on ly  d i sappo in t ing  th ing  about  S toner ’s  book  is  that  he  
sp i r i tua l i zes  the  re fe rence  to  days  in  Genes is ,  conc lud ing  that  they  
re fe r  to  per iods  o f  t ime  o f  indefin i te  length .  Accord ing ly ,  he  
conc ludes  that  the  ear th  i s  approx imate ly  4  b i l l i on  years  o ld .  In  h i s  
de fense ,  keep  in  mind  that  he  wrote  th i s  book  be fore  the  foundat ion  
o f  the  modern  Creat ion  Sc ience  Movement  wh ich  was  founded  in  the  
1960 ’s  by  Dr .  Henry  Mor r i s .  That  movement  has  s ince  p roduced  many
conv inc ing  sc ien t ific  arguments  in  beha l f  o f  a  young  ear th  w i th  an  
age  o f  on ly  6 ,000  years .

Peter Stoner’s Calculations Regarding 
Messianic Prophecy

Pete r  S toner  ca lcu la ted  the  probab i l i ty  o f  jus t  8  Mess ian ic  
p rophec ies  be ing  fu lfi l led  in  the  l i fe  o f  J esus .  As  you  read  th rough  
these  p rophec ies ,  you  w i l l  see  that  a l l  es t imates  were  ca lcu la ted  as  
conservat ive ly  as  poss ib le .

1. The  Mess iah  w i l l  be  born  in  Be th lehem ( M icah  5 :2  ) .
The  average  popu la t ion  o f  Be th lehem f rom the  t ime  o f  M icah
to  the  p resent  (1958)  d iv ided  by  the  average  popu la t ion  o f  
the  ear th  dur ing  the  same per iod  = 7 ,150 /2 ,000 ,000 ,000  or  
2 .8×10 5 .
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2. A messenger  w i l l  p repare  the  way  fo r  the  Mess iah  ( Ma lach i  
3 :1  ) .
One  man  in  how many ,  the  wor ld  over ,  has  had  a  fo re runner
( in  th i s  case ,  J ohn  the  Bapt i s t )  to  p repare  h i s  way?
Es t imate :  1  in  1 ,000  or  1×10 3 .

3. The  Mess iah  w i l l  en te r  Je rusa lem as  a  k ing  r id ing  on  a  
donkey  ( Zechar iah  9 :9  ) .
One  man  in  how many ,  who  has  en te red  Je rusa lem as  a  
ru le r ,  has  en te red  r id ing  on  a  donkey?
Es t imate :  1  in  100  or  1×10 2 .

4. The  Mess iah  w i l l  be  bet rayed  by  a  f r iend  and  suffer  wounds  
in  H is  hands  ( Zechar iah  13 :6  ) .
One  man  in  how many ,  the  wor ld  over ,  has  been  bet rayed  by
a  f r iend ,  resu l t ing  in  wounds  in  h i s  hands?
Es t imate :  1  in  1 ,000  or  1×10 3 .

5. The  Mess iah  w i l l  be  bet rayed  fo r  30  p ieces  o f  s i l ve r  
(Zechar iah  11 :12  ) .
Of  the  peop le  who  have  been  bet rayed ,  one  in  how many  
has  been  bet rayed  fo r  exac t ly  30  p ieces  o f  s i l ve r?
Es t imate :  1  in  1 ,000  or  1×10 3 .

6. The  bet raya l  money  w i l l  be  used  to  purchase  a  pot te r ’ s  fie ld
(Zechar iah  11 :13  ) .
One  man  in  how many ,  a f te r  rece iv ing  a  b r ibe  fo r  the  
be t raya l  o f  a  f r iend ,  has  re tu rned  the  money ,  had  i t  
re fused ,  and  then  exper ienced  i t  be ing  used  to  buy  a  
pot te r ’ s  fie ld?
Es t imate :  1  in  100 ,000  or  1×10 5 .

7. The  Mess iah  w i l l  remain  s i len t  wh i le  He  i s  afflic ted  ( I sa iah  
53 :7  ) .
One  man  in  how many ,  when  he  i s  oppressed  and  afflic ted ,  
though  innocent ,  w i l l  make  no  defense  o f  h imse l f ?
Es t imate :  1  in  1 ,000  or  1×10 3 .

8. The  Mess iah  w i l l  d ie  by  hav ing  H is  hands  and  fee t  p ie rced  
(Psa lm 22 :16  ) .
One  man  in  how many ,  s ince  the  t ime  o f  Dav id ,  has  been  
c ruc ified?
Es t imate :  1  in  10 ,000  or  1×10 4 .

Mu l t ip ly ing  a l l  these  p robab i l i t i es  together  p roduces  a  number  
( rounded  off)  o f  1×10 2 8 .  D iv id ing  th i s  number  by  an  es t imate  o f  the  
number  o f  peop le  who have  l i ved  s ince  the  t ime  o f  these  prophec ies  
(88  b i l l i on )  p roduces  a  p robab i l i ty  o f  a l l  8  p rophec ies  be ing  fu lfi l led  
acc ident ly  in  the  l i fe  o f  one  person .  That  p robab i l i ty  i s  1 in  10 1 7  o r  1  
in  100 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 ,000 .  That ’ s  one  in  one  hundred  quadr i l l i on !

Part Two: The Accuracy of Prophecy

The  second  sec t ion  o f  S toner ’s  book ,  i s  en t i t led  “Prophet i c  
Accuracy .”  Th is  i s  where  the  book  becomes  abso lu te ly  fasc inat ing .  
One  by  one ,  he  takes  major  B ib le  p rophec ies  concern ing  c i t ies  and  
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nat ions  and  ca lcu la tes  the  odds  o f  the i r  be ing  fu lfi l led .  The  firs t  i s  a  
p rophecy  in  Ezek ie l  26  concern ing  the  c i ty  o f  Tyre .  Seven  p rophec ies
are  conta ined  in  th i s  chapte r  wh ich  was  wr i t ten  in  590  BC:

1 . Nebuchadnezzar  sha l l  conquer  the  c i ty  (vs .  7 -11) .

2 . Other  nat ions  w i l l  ass i s t  Nebuchadnezzar  (v .  3 ) .

3 . The  c i ty  w i l l  be  made  l i ke  a  bare  rock  (vs .  4  &  14) .

4 . I t  w i l l  become a  p lace  fo r  the  sp read ing  o f  fish ing  ne ts  (vs .  
5  &  14) .

5 . I t s  s tones  and  t imbers  w i l l  be  th rown  in to  the  sea  (v .  12 ) .

6 . Other  c i t ies  w i l l  fear  great ly  a t  the  fa l l  o f  Tyre  (v .  16 ) .

7 . The  o ld  c i ty  o f  Tyre  w i l l  never  be  rebu i l t  (v .  14 ) .

Four  years  a f te r  th i s  prophecy  was  g iven ,  Nebuchadnezzar  la id  s iege  
to  Tyre .  The  s iege  las ted  13  years .  When  the  c i ty  fina l ly  fe l l  i n  573  
BC,  i t  was  d i scovered  that  every th ing  o f  va lue  had  been  moved  to  a  
nearby  i s land .

Two hundred  and  fo r ty -one  years  la te r  A lexander  the  Great  a r r ived  
on  the  scene .  Fear ing  that  the  fleet  o f  Tyre  might  be  used  aga ins t  
h is  home land ,  he  dec ided  to  take  the  i s land  where  the  c i ty  had  been  
moved  to .  He  accompl i shed  th i s  goa l  by  bu i ld ing  a  causeway  f rom 
the  main land  to  the  i s land ,  and  he  d id  that  by  us ing  a l l  the  bu i ld ing  
mater ia l s  f rom the  ru ins  o f  the  o ld  c i ty .  Ne ighbor ing  c i t ies  were  so  
f r igh tened  by  A lexander ’s  conques t  that  they  immed iate ly  opened  
the i r  gates  to  h im.  Ever  s ince  that  t ime ,  Tyre  has  remained  in  ru ins  
and  i s  a  p lace  where  fishermen  spread  the i r  ne ts .

Thus ,  every  de ta i l  o f  the  prophecy  was  fu lfi l led  exac t ly  as  p red ic ted .
S toner  ca lcu la ted  the  odds  o f  such  a  p rophecy  be ing  fu lfi l led  by  
chance  as  be ing  1  in  75 ,000 ,000 ,  o r  1  in  7 .5×10 7 .  (The  exponent  7  
ind icates  that  the  dec imal  i s  to  be  moved  to  the  r igh t  seven  p laces . )
S toner  proceeds  to  ca lcu la te  the  p robab i l i t i es  o f  the  p rophec ies  
concern ing  Samar ia ,  Gaza  and  Ashke lon ,  J e r i cho ,  Pa les t ine ,  Moab  and
Ammon,  Edom,  and  Baby lon .  He  a l so  ca lcu la tes  the  odds  o f  
p rophec ies  be ing  fu lfi l led  that  p red ic ted  the  c los ing  o f  the  Eas te rn  
Gate  (Ezek ie l  44 :1 -3  ) ,  the  p low ing  o f  Mount  Z ion  ( M icah  3 :12  ) ,  and  
the  en largement  o f  J e rusa lem accord ing  to  a  p resc r ibed  pat te rn  
( Je remiah  31 :38 -40  ) .
Combin ing  a l l  these  p rophec ies ,  he  conc ludes  that  “ the  p robab i l i ty  o f
these  11  p rophec ies  coming  t rue ,  i f  wr i t ten  in  human w isdom,  i s… 1  
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i n  5 .76×10 5 9 .  Need less  to  say ,  th i s  i s  a  number  beyond  the  rea lm o f  
poss ib i l i ty .

Part Three: Messianic Prophecy

The  th i rd  and  most  famous  sec t ion  o f  S toner ’s  book  concerns  
Mess ian ic  p rophecy .  H is  theme verse  fo r  th i s  sec t ion  i s  J ohn  
5 :39   — “Search  the  Sc r ip tu res  because… i t  i s  these  that  bear  
w i tness  o f  Me .”
Stoner  proceeds  to  se lec t  e igh t  o f  the  bes t  known prophec ies  about  
the  Mess iah  and  ca lcu la tes  the  odds  o f  the i r  acc identa l  fu lfi l lment  in
one  person  as  be ing  1  in  10 1 7 .
I  l ove  the  way  S toner  i l l us t ra ted  the  mean ing  o f  th i s  number .  He  
asked  the  reader  to  imag ine  fi l l ing  the  S tate  o f  Texas  knee  deep  in  
s i l ve r  do l la rs .  Inc lude  in  th i s  huge  number  one  s i l ve r  do l la r  w i th  a  
b lack  check  mark  on  i t .  Then ,  tu rn  a  b l ind fo lded  person  loose  in  th i s  
sea  o f  s i l ve r  do l la rs .  The  odds  that  the  firs t  co in  he  wou ld  p ick  up  
wou ld  be  the  one  w i th  the  b lack  check  mark  are  the  same as  8  
p rophec ies  be ing  fu lfi l led  acc identa l l y  in  the  l i fe  o f  J esus .

The  po in t ,  o f  course ,  i s  that  when  peop le  say  that  the  fu lfi l lment  o f  
p rophecy  in  the  l i fe  o f  J esus  was  acc identa l ,  they  do  not  know what  
they  are  ta lk ing  about .  Keep  in  mind  that  Jesus  d id  not  jus t  fu lfi l l  8  
p rophec ies ,  He  fu lfi l led  108 .  The  chances  o f  fu lfi l l i ng  16  i s  1  in  10 4 5 .  
When  you  ge t  to  a  to ta l  o f  48 ,  the  odds  inc rease  to  1  in  10 1 5 7 .  
Acc identa l  fu lfi l lment  o f  these  p rophec ies  i s  s imp ly  beyond  the  rea lm
of  poss ib i l i ty .
When  con f ron ted  w i th  these  s ta t i s t i cs ,  skept i cs  w i l l  o f ten  fa l l  back  
on  the  argument  that  Jesus  purpose fu l l y  fu lfi l led  the  p rophec ies .  
There  i s  no  doubt  that  Jesus  was  aware  o f  the  prophec ies  and  H is  
fu lfi l lment  o f  them.  For  example ,  when  He  got  ready  to  en te r  
Je rusa lem the  las t  t ime ,  He  to ld  H is  d isc ip les  to  find  H im a  donkey  to
r ide  so  that  the  prophecy  o f  Zechar iah  cou ld  be  fu lfi l led  wh ich  
sa id ,  “Beho ld ,  your  K ing  is  coming  to  you ,  gent le ,  and  mounted  on  a  
donkey”  (Mat thew 21 :1 -5   and  Zechar iah  9 :9  ) .
Bu t  many  o f  the  p rophec ies  concern ing  the  Mess iah  cou ld  not  be  
purpose fu l l y  fu lfi l led  — such  as  the  town  o f  H is  b i r th  ( M icah  5 :2  )  o r  
the  natu re  o f  H is  be t raya l  ( Psa lm 41 :9  ) ,  o r  the  manner  o f  H is  death  
(Zechar iah  13 :6   and  Psa lm 22 :16  ) .
One  o f  the  most  remarkab le  Mess ian ic  prophec ies  in  the  Hebrew 
Scr ip tu res  i s  the  one  that  p rec i se ly  s ta tes  that  the  Mess iah  w i l l  d ie  
by  c ruc ifix ion .  I t  i s  found  in  Psa lm 22  where  Dav id  p rophes ied  the  
Mess iah  wou ld  d ie  by  hav ing  H is  hands  and  fee t  p ie rced  ( Psa lm 
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22:16  ) .  That  p rophecy  was  wr i t ten  1 ,000  years  be fore  Jesus  was  
born .  When  i t  was  wr i t ten ,  the  Jew ish  method  o f  execut ion  was  by  
s ton ing .  The  p rophecy  was  a l so  wr i t ten  many  years  before  the  
Romans  per fec ted  c ruc ifix ion  as  a  method  o f  execut ion .
Even  when  Jesus  was  k i l l ed ,  the  Jews  s t i l l  re l ied  on  s ton ing  as  the i r  
method  o f  execut ion ,  but  they  had  los t  the  power  to  imp lement  the  
death  pena l ty  due to  Roman occupat ion .  That  i s  why  they  were  
fo rced  to  take  Jesus  to  P i la te ,  the  Roman governor ,  and  that ’ s  how 
Jesus  ended  up be ing  c ruc ified ,  in  fu lfi l lment  o f  Dav id ’s  p rophecy .

The  bot tom l ine  i s  that  the  fu lfi l lment  o f  B ib le  p rophecy  in  the  l i fe  o f
Jesus  p roves  conc lus ive ly  that  He  t ru ly  was  God  in  the  flesh .  I t  a l so  
p roves  that  the  B ib le  i s  supernatu ra l  in  o r ig in .

Note :  A  de ta i led  l i s t ing  o f  a l l  108  p rophec ies  fu lfi l led  by  Jesus  i s  
con ta ined  in  Dr .  Reagan ’s  book ,  Chr i s t  in  P rophecy  S tudy  Gu ide  .  I t  
a l so  conta ins  an  ana ly t i ca l  l i s t ing  o f  a l l  the  Mess ian ic  p rophec ies  in  
the  B ib le  — both  O ld  and  New Tes taments  — concern ing  both  the  
F i r s t  and  Second  comings  o f  the  Mess iah .
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